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2015 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS CinC Campbell presents Brother Jerry Reiman

COMMANGEN ..o Kent M. Melcher, PCC with SUVCW Meritorious Service Award
4017 SW Stonybrook DrTopeka, KS 66610.Commander@suvcwks.org _ _

T

Sr. Vice Dept. Cmdr .......ccooevevviiieieiceiene Mark A. Britton, PCC
740 N. Woodlawn Blvd.Derby KS 67037................. SVC@suvcwks.org
Jr. Vice Dept. Cmdr ......cccooevevivieienns William E. Fischer, Jr., PCC
2129 Ironstone DrFort Scott KS66701................... JVC@suvcwks.org
SeCretary/Treasurer ........cooocveeeneeese e e Alan L. Russ, PDC
P.O. Box 673, Saint Francis KS 67756........... Secretary@suvcwks.org
Council Member ..........ccceevviviiiiceeeeeen, James R. Knopke, PDC
21733 W. 56th StShawnee KS 66212............. Councill@suvcwks.org
Council MEMDEK .......ociiiiiceeee e Roger D. Lester
1015 SW Garfield St., #17, Topeka KS 66604.Council2@suvcwks.org
Council MeMDBET ......coceiriireereeeeee Roy A. Lafferty, PDC
2613 Pickwick PI, Lawrence KS 66049............ Council3@suvcwks.org
Patriotic INStructor...........ccccooveevevceicie e K. Kirk Nystrom, PCC
946 NE Chester Ave., Topeka KS 666186..........] Patriotic@suvcwks.org
Chaplain ... Roy A. Lafferty, PDC
2613 Pickwick PI, Lawrence KS 66049............! Chaplain@suvcwks.org Brother ReimanOld Abe Camp No. 16yas recognized for his yeoman
Graves Registration.................ooo...cooe. William E. Fischer, Jr., PCC work in cleaning more than 1,000 headstones in and around Topeka
2129 Ironston®r., Fort Scott KS 66701...............Graves@suvcwks.org
HISEOTIAN ....o.vvooceees s Blair D. Tarr | ANNUAL DEPARTMENT ENCAMPMENT HELD

617 SW Taylor St, Apt 1ITopeka KS 66603....... History@suvcwks.org .
The Nindeenth Annual Department Encampmaevds held on

CW Memorials Officer.......................... Douglas E. McGovern, PCC | Saturday, Januard0, 2015 at the Emporia Senior Center, 630 E.
100 W. 20" St., Hutchinson KS 67502846....... Memorials@suvcwks.org 12" Street Emporia, KansasThe Department was honored to
welcomeCommander in Chiefad D. Campbell

Lest We Fo rget Twenty-sevenBrothers from across thetate, representing dive

campsgenjoyed renewing friendships, gaining new acquaintances,
and sharing comradeship, all while attending to the business of
the department. The Department of Kansas Ladies of the GAR
held their annual meeting in conjuncatiand provided a delicious
lunch; thank you, ladies.

Commander Rocky L. Bartlopresentechwards foroutstanding
work for the OrderHuzzah to the followingecipients

Corp Leonidas B. Davis and PDC Dean K. Speaks Award
for Recruiter of the Year
Old Glory Camp

Capt Patrick H. Coney Award for Brother of the Year
PCC William E. Fischer, Jr.

William W. Nixon Award for Camp of the Year
Franklin Camp 50lathe

1809 1865 Congratulations to Rev. Kent M. Melcher, PCC, who was elected
“I leave you, hoping that the lamp of liberty will burnCommander of the Department of Kansas. Total Department
in your bosoms until there shall no longer be a doubtength as of December 31, 2014, W83, a net increase Gfix
that all men are created free and edual. over 2013.

July 10, 1858 Speech at Chicago, Illinois




BROTHER REMEMBERED

A Memorial Servicavas held prior to opening of tHeepartment
EncampmentWe honor and remember:

Phillip Wayne Blake, Corporal Coyne Camp 1
Veteran,US Army, South Pacific, World War I

Incoming Dept Cmdr Melcher, CinC Campbell, and Outgoing Def]
Cmdr Bartlow at the Dept of Kansas Encampment.

New Dept of Kansas Brothers since April 1, 2014

Bruce J. Frahm Old Glory Camp 7
Harold M. George Corp. Coyne Camp
Chance T. Marble Old Glory Camp 7
J. Thomas Morgan Old Abe Camp 16
Parick K. Owens Old Glory Camp 7
Michael W. Skaggs Corp.Coyne Camp 1
Ethan L. Smith Old Glory Camp 7
John S. Swain Old Abe Camp 16
Robert L. Tucker, Jr. Corp. Coyne Camp

January 31, 1865. Congress passes the Thirteenth Amendm
which abolishes slavery throughout the United Statbeswvas
ratified on December 6 andas the first amendmemassed in
more than sixty yeardMississippi did not ratify themendment
until March 16, 1995, nearll30 years after hecame law

April 9, 1865. In fitting irony, ®ven regiments of United Stat
Colored Troops more than 5,000 men, fought the Battle off
Appomattox Courtwhich endednajor resistance in the East.

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR
Apr 9 — Surrender at Appomattox and Nationwide Bell Ringing
Apr 10-11-Lincoln Tomb Observance, Springfield, lllinois
April 17-19-Ci vi |l War Encampment, For
May —Memorial Day servicgacross the Department
June6-7 — Civil War Days,Humboldt— meet you new Brothers!
August16-22 — Civil War on the Western Frontier, Lawrence
August 1923 — National EncampmenRichmond, Virginia
September 2— Symbols of Sacrifice at Fort Scott NHS
November 11 Veterans Day
November 221 — Remembrance Day Weekend
December 46 — Candlelight Tour highlighting 1865, Fort Scott
January 92016—- 20" Deptof Kansas Encampmersalina

Let bells ring across the land!

(NPS Releasefor the past four years, the National Park Service
and many other organizations and individuals have been
commemorating the 180Anniversary of the Civil War and the
continuing efforts for human rights today. On April 9, 1865,
Gererals Grant and Lee met to set the terms of surrendéar

L e eCSA Army of NorthernVirginia.

In conjunction with a major event at Appomattox Court House
" National Historical Park, the National Park Service and its
partners invite communities across the nation to join in this
commemoration. The bells will ring first at Appomattox at 3:00
p.m. EDT on April 9, 2015. The ringing will coincide with the
moment the historic meeting between Grant and Lee in the
MclLean House ended. Whil e Lee’
Civil War, the act is seen by most Americans as the symbotic
of four yearsof bloodshed.

After the ringing at Appomattox, bells will reverberate across the
country. Churches, temples, schools, city halls, public buildings,
historic sites, and others amavited to ring bells precisely at
3:15 pm EDT (2:15 pm CDT, 1:15 pm MDT) for four minutes
(each minute symbolic of a year of waP)Jease encourage local
civic, religious, and other organizations to participate.

The end of the Civil War has different meanirfgs different
people. Eactparticipatingorganization may customizeishidea

to its owncircumstanceWe ask participants to ring bells across
the nation to mark the end of the bloody conflict in which more
than 750,000 Americans perished. Some communities may ring
their bells in celebration of freedom or a restored Unitiners as

an expression of mourning and a moment of silence for the fallen.
Sites may ring bells to martke beginning of reonciliation and
healingor asastep in the continuing struggle for civil rights.

m

P Share you observance with others #BellsAcrosstheland2015
- stories will be compiled in one place to see how each one helps
build our national storyPlease join the historic commemoration.
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May 23-24, 1865 — The Grand Review of the Armies takes pld
in Washington DCGeor ge Meade’ s Ar my
William Sherman’s Army of G

before President Johnson, GenénaChief Grant, and thousands

of cheering citizens. The Boys in Blue were soon mustered o
service to return to tliefamilies and rebuilt the nation they savi

Photo in the Library of Congressllection

A DECADE OF DEPARTMENT COLORS

i3 ‘
PARTME ;o xanshS x
L e

(L to R): Incoming Dept Cmdr James R. Knopke, PDC Alan L. Russ,
PDC Thomas E. Schmidt, PDC Kenneth R. Spongeand PDC Robert
M. Petrovic (MO, National Rep to the"®nnual Department
Encampment, April 23, 2005) unveil the colors.

The campaignbegan early irR005 for the purpose of raising the
$550 cost fora departmenflag. Corporal Patrick Coyne Camp
No. 1, Wichita, donated $20®@Id Abe Camp No. 16, Topeka,
donated $100and Sergeant Samuel J. Qfohill Camp No. 4
donated $50Additionally, eachPast Department Commander
donateqd as did several Brothers. The generas outpouring
allowed the Department to purchase the flag, along with pole,
stand, and other accessoriebhe U.S. Flag and its accessories
were donated by Bansas BrotheHuzzah!

The Department of Kansas earned recognition at the
2014 National SUVCW Encampment for
Best Sesquicentennial Signature Event

-- Battle of Mine Creek Sesquicentgal Remembrance

SeeSunflower PickefFall 2014 issugfor arecap of the event

REMEMBER OUR BOYS IN BLUE ON
MEMORIAL DAY AND EVERYDAY

Fort Scott National Cemetery, Kansas

May 26, 1865. In New OrleansCSA GeneralE. Kirby Smith,
commander of the Tramrblississippi Department, accepisrms
of surrenderthereby effectively ending the Civil War.

KANSAS GRAND ARMY MEMORIES

Former Westmoreland G.A.R. Post 151 Hall
5" andMain Strees, WestmorelandPottawatomie County

Name stone above second floor center window



Open only until May 24, 2015 —“ The Gr eat
Kansas and the Civil War ”
History in Topeka. Visit the museumand let the Kansa
Historical Society know that you are with the Department
Kansas SUVCWand that the Civil War still mattets you

GEORGE HENRY RUSS REMEMBERED
(Greatgrandfather oPDCAlan L. Russ, Old Glory Camp No. 1

George Henry Russ wémrn August 19, 1847, in Perth Ambo
New Jersey, the son of George Henry Russ and Sarah N
(Crowell) Russ. When the younger George was three and
half years old, his father died of typhus fever. The family
not without means and was able tongen in their home in Pert
Amboy.

In September of 1862, whe
New Jersey was raisin
regiments for a nine mont
period of service, George, ju
two weeks past his fifteent
birthday, enlisted as a
Infantry private by claiming td
be eighteen years old. He
joined Company | of the 28t
Regiment New Jersey
Volunteer Infantry, on
September 2, 1862, and w,
mustered in at Freehold, Ne|
Jersey. As luck would have i
shortly after young Georg
enlisted, his uncle and formg
mayor of Perth Amboy, Joseq
L. Crowell, joined the same unit as the First Lieutenant. It is
known why Lieutenant Crowell did not send the underage
back home. When company commander Samuel Wilson,
selected to be Regiment Major, Lieutenant Crowell was prom
to Captain anda@mpany commander, and young George was
off to the regimental headquarters as Major Wilson's orderly.

Private Russ served with the regiment and was at
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. Although the" 28ew
Jersey was involved in the earlysaslt on the stone wall §
Fredericksburg, most likely the young Russ was in the rear 3
regimental headquarters. His uncle, Captain Joseph L. Crq
was wounded at Fredericksburg. Russ may have been inv
in combat at Chancellorsville, as thegiment positions wer
overrun, but it is not verifiable from information available.

The regiment mustered out at Freehold, New Jersey on JU
1863 at the completion of its nimaonths of service. Whe
young George mustered out, he was still only difteyears old
and his mustering out records indicated that.

After the war, George moved to Brooklyn, New York, with
mother, where he studied law and worked as a clerk. In 187
was married to Eliza Armstrong Camp, daughter of Henry

Ward Beecher, officiated at the marriage ceremony. The cd
had three children, George Henry, Jr., Anna, and Gertrude

eScrhniob PatkinggCompan.e Kans as

5
Post No. 139Grand Army of the Republic (GAR)Scranton,

sixty-three.

(Brothers are encouraged to provid@graphies of up to 500 words oreth
) Civil War ancestors foinclusion in future issues tifie Sunflower Pickét

Y,
lart@I TES TO SEE RELATED TO THE CIVIL WAR

memorials to the Hawkeye
worth seeing when in the area. The 135 foot tall Soldiens!
Sailors  ohument on the State Capitol grounds dsite
nimpressive But within the Capitol, and dominatirigs interior
rotunda ceiling is the emblem of the Grand ry of the
ERepublic, not whabne might expect to find inperhapswhat
Scould be considereché¢ greatestposition of honor anywhere in
h he state.

H

nThe rotunda ceiling was paintéd 1922by Jogph Czizekon the
occasion oDes Moineshosting the 58 National Encampmertif
the Grand Army of the Republid@he paintingwasthenretained
hin situ by order of Governor Nathan E. Kendab afitting and
lasting tribute to thesoldiers of all states who fougtd save the

Wmits volumes and volumes of books, is simply beyond words.
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5The nearby lowa Museum of History is free and hasedirat

uple

By http://www.iowahistory.org/museum/index.html

1889, George H. Russ and his family had moved to Scral

nton,

SPendnsylivamia. InSStrémn, 6eorge Russ was the manager of the
Museum

Gfeorge Henry Russ was a member of Lieutenant Ezra Griffin

Pennsylvania, until his death on December 23, 1910, at the age of

e : . . .
Af?gwntown Des Moines, lowa, is home to some impressive
St at e

Union. A guided tour highlightsother artistic treasures found
athroughout the building; the architecture of the Library, despite

aexhibits honoring thenen of the Hawkeye State who fought to
Anna (Armstong) Camp. Noted abolitionist, the Rev. Henrgiefend their state and helped preserve the Union. More info at:

C


http://www.iowahistory.org/museum/index.html

HUMBOLDT CAMP 9 ORGANIZED

The Department of Kansas has regained a foothold in sout
Kansas. Thanks to the tireless efforts of Carolyn Whitaker,
spearheaded | ast y e ar livete Rufeisg
Anderson, 1 Kansas Colored Infantry (s&anflower Picket Fall
2014 issue for photo of ceremony) khu mb o IMdunt’ Hepe
Cemeterya camp serving southeast Kansas has been realize

At the gracious invitation of the Humboldt Historical Socig
men with both lineal and associate interest in the Civil ¢éane
together at the Humboldt Museum on March 14, 2015,
organize an SUVCW camp that will hekeep green in ou
memoriesthe herot sacrifice of our Boys in Blue. The G.A.}
camp in Humboldt was VicksburdPost 72, but those in
attendance all agreed that the historic name would not res
with meaning fothe greater southeast Kansas community.

With guidance from Dept Commander Kent Melcher and Ca@ggﬁe of the new Camp 9 Brothefsom left, JVC Bill Fischer (Camp Segy)

: P S . Works (Camp Treas), Conrad Fisher (dual mbr), Robert Boyd (Camp JVC),
organizer Dept JVC Bill Fischer, the camp, Con5|stnmgnanly Dept Cmdr Kent Melcher, John Jackson (Camp Council), Randy Downey (in

of newly initiated Bothers, simply agreed on the namgack, Camp SVC), Dean Dillard (Camp Council), and Eddie Henderson (Camp
“ Hu mb."oDoitg sorecognize the rich Civil War history off Cmdr). Officers not pictured are RdbbBaker (Camp Council) and Otis

the town honors all the Union men who served in this sectiop @pRwford (Camp Chaplain).

Kansas, and provided an ide j i - z he
public. The camp willinitially meet quarterly at the Humbol
Museumat 7:00 pron the third Thurday in January, April, July
and October. The next meeting will be on April 16.

jtThe Humboldt Historical Society has helped keep the memory of

' that time alive by sponsoring Civil War Days commemorations
every other year. Humboldt Camp 9 looks forward to
participating as welhs developingts ownactivities to honor our
Boys in Blue. Wehope to see our Dept of KansaseBiren on
June 67, 2015in Humboldt forCivil War Days!

“Whose Father Was He?”
SGT AMOS HUMISTON, 154TH NY INFANTRY

Sgt Amos Humistormight have remained one of thousands of
sol diers buried as “Unknown”
been for the diligence of Dr. John Francis Bourns, a Philadelphia
physician who came into possessiof a photograph found in

A mos dead hands after fighg at Gettysburg. At Bourhs
urging, thePhiladelphia Inquirerpublished an article about the
photo, asking other
papers around the
country to spread the)

) ) ) word about the
Yet the campis not just for Humboldt and surrounding Alleéry nhans. Bourns ther

County. In addition to local members, Brothers have joined CaFBBrinted and mailed
9 from Bourbon, Neosho, and Woodson Counties. The camppis photo as people
honored to have Conrad Fisher from OldeABamp 16 join as P responded.

dual member and Dept Cmbitelcher is considering the same.

C

. . . . When Mrs. Philinda
Humboldt has a rich history, having been founded in 1857 hy,miston of Portville

German immigrants and named in honor ofif8ian naturalisf Ny  received her
and exploreBaron Alexander von HumboldThe townserved as copy, she knew she had been widowed. Dr. Bourns then began a
the Allen County seat throughout the Tiwar. In late 1861t | second appeatto build an orphanage at Gettysburg for children
was attacked by Confederate raiders, who pillaged the town gpehjien Union troops. Funds poured in and Hhemesteadas it

took eight free blacks with them, quite possibly into captivity,ag known, opened iDctober 1866. The widow Humiston
Then, only weeks later, the town was again sacked, and thig ifged there with her children. The home, host to up to 100
burned, in part to revenge the burniaOsceola, Missouri, by children at its peakynfortunatelyclosed only 12 years later after

Jayhawkers. State  troops  soon reinforced the town arghing rocked by scandaBut Frank became a doctor; Fred a
established billets along the Neosho Riaewhat later became ggjesman: and Alice settled in Catifia Huzzah Dr. Bourns!

known as Camp Hunter.




